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country is that these haters end up with 
weapons of mass destruction. 

But our long-term security depends on our 
deep faith in liberty. We’ll continue to pro-
mote freedom around the world. Freedom 
is on the march. Tomorrow Afghanistan will 
be voting for a President. In Iraq, we’ll be 
having free elections, and a free society will 
make this world more peaceful. 

God bless. 
Mr. Gibson. Mr. President and Senator 

Kerry. That concludes tonight’s debate. 
I want to give you a reminder that the third 

and final debate, on issues of domestic policy, 
will be held next Wednesday, October 13th, 
at Arizona State University in Tempe, Ari-
zona, hosted by Bob Schieffer of CBS News. 

I want to thank President Bush and Sen-
ator Kerry for tonight. I want to thank these 
citizens of the St. Louis area who asked the 
questions, who gave so willingly of their time, 
and who took their responsibility very seri-
ously. Thank you also to everyone at Wash-
ington. I want to thank everyone at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis for being such 
gracious hosts. 

I’m Charles Gibson from ABC News. 
From St. Louis, good night. 

NOTE: The debate began at 8:02 p.m. in the Field 
House at Washington University. In his remarks, 
the President referred to former Democratic 
Presidential candidate Howard Dean; Finance 
Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi of the Iraqi Interim 
Government; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom; Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the 
Palestinian Authority; Gen. Tommy R. Franks, 
USA, (Ret.), former combatant commander, U.S. 
Central Command; Chairman Kim Chong-il of 
North Korea; and President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski of Poland. The President also re-
ferred to the National Commission on Terrorist 
Attacks Upon the United States (9/11 Commis-
sion). Senator Kerry referred to Marc Racicot, 
former chairman, Republican National Com-
mittee; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; Charles Duelfer, Special 
Advisor to the Director of Central Intelligence; 
King Abdullah II of Jordan; Gen. Eric K. Shinseki, 
USA, (Ret.), former Army Chief of Staff; Hans 
Blix, former Executive Chairman, United Nations 
Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commis-
sion (UNMOVIC); Lt. Gen. Edward Baca, (Ret.), 
former chief, National Guard Bureau; and actors 
Michael J. Fox and Christopher Reeve. Senator 

Kerry also referred to the ‘‘Comprehensive Report 
of the Special Advisor to the DCI on Iraq’s 
WMD,’’ issued September 30. The names of par-
ticipants who asked questions of the candidates 
were taken from the transcript produced by the 
Commission on Presidential Debates. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. 

Remarks at a Debate Watch Party in 
Ballwin, Missouri 
October 8, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Thanks for staying up so late. Anybody got 
any questions? [Laughter] 

Audience member. We love Laura! 
The President. Thank you all for coming. 

Laura said, ‘‘Don’t talk too long tonight.’’ 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay.’’ [Laughter] But I 
do want to thank you all very much. There’s 
no doubt in my mind, with your help, we’ll 
carry Missouri again and win in November. 

So tonight I was telling the people why 
I think they ought to put me back in there 
for 4 more years, but I didn’t get the line 
I really wanted to say, which was that the 
main reason to put me back in was so that 
Laura would be the First Lady for 4 more 
years. 

Audience members. Laura! Laura! Laura! 
Audience member. We love you, Laura! 
The President. Tomorrow morning, I’m 

waking up first thing in the morning to help 
the next Governor of Missouri, Matt Blunt, 
and the next Lieutenant Governor of Mis-
souri, Peter Kinder. I want to thank them 
both. See you in the morning. I’ll see you 
in the morning. Make sure the eggs aren’t 
runny. [Laughter] 

Then we’re off to Iowa, then Minnesota. 
I’m fired up. I’m looking forward to this. 

I thank all the candidates who are here. 
I really want to thank those of you who are 
putting up the signs and making the phone 
calls and doing all the work. 

We had a good debate tonight. There’s 
clear differences of opinion. One thing I 
hope you could tell is I know what I believe. 
I know why I need to lead this country to 
make this world a safer place and a more 
hopeful place for every American—for every 
single American. 
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Our dream is for America to fulfill its 
promise for every single person who lives 
here. There’s no doubt in my mind, over the 
next 4 years this world will be a safer place, 
that we’ll achieve the peace that we long for, 
for our children and grandchildren, and that 
the great promise of America, the great hope 
of our great country will be extended to every 
corner of this great land. 

I can’t thank you all enough for being here. 
Audience member. Thank you! 
The President. May God bless you, and 

may God continue to bless our country. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 p.m. at the 
Greensfelder Recreation Complex. In his re-
marks, he referred to Missouri Secretary of State 
Matt Blunt, candidate for Missouri Governor; and 
Missouri State Senator Peter Kinder, candidate 
for Missouri Lieutenant Governor. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 

Remarks at a Breakfast for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Matt Blunt 
in St. Louis, Missouri 
October 9, 2004 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Thank 
you all for coming. Please be seated. I appre-
ciate that kind introduction, Governor. 
[Laughter] He said, ‘‘Are you doing anything 
for breakfast?’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Waking 
up.’’ [Laughter] He said, ‘‘Why don’t you 
come by and have some eggs with some 
friends.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘More than 
happy to.’’ I want to thank you all for coming. 
With your help, Matt Blunt will be the next 
Governor for the great State of Missouri. 

It’s good to be back in St. Louis, home 
of the mighty Cardinals. You might remem-
ber opening day. [Laughter] The Cardinals 
had a great season after that. I can’t claim 
any credit—[laughter]—although I’ve always 
wanted to lead a baseball team into the play-
offs. [Laughter] 

I’m proud to be traveling with Laura. She 
is a—so when I asked her to marry me, she 
said, ‘‘Fine, just so long as I never have to 
give a speech.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Okay, you 
got a deal.’’ [Laughter] Fortunately, she 

didn’t hold me to that promise. The Amer-
ican people have seen her speak and have 
come to know her as a strong, compassionate, 
great First Lady. We’re off to Iowa and then 
Minnesota. And I’m going to remind the peo-
ple of those States, like I’m reminding every-
body, there’s some reasons to put me back 
into office, but perhaps the most important 
one is so that Laura will have 4 more years. 

We got a great family. I’m proud to be 
with my Uncle Bucky Bush and my Aunt 
Patty Bush. Thank you for your love and 
compassion. 

I want to thank Melanie Blunt for her will-
ingness to serve the State of Missouri as the 
next first lady of Missouri. Besides Matt, 
you’ve got another fine Missourian on the 
ticket, running for Federal office, and that’s 
Kit Bond. You need to put him back into 
office. He’s a great Senator. I know Brenda 
Talent is here. I appreciate you being here, 
Brenda. Thank you for coming. You know, 
that fine husband of yours, I didn’t hold it 
against him that he missed another one of 
my speeches, but he’s heard a lot of them 
before. [Laughter] He’s doing a great job, 
and I know you’re proud of him. I know the 
people of Missouri are proud of him as well. 
Congressman Todd Akin—I don’t know if 
Todd made it this morning or not, but I’m 
proud of the job he’s doing for the people 
of this area of Missouri. 

I saw Peter Kinder last night. I don’t know 
if Pete is here, but he’s going to make a great 
Lieutenant Governor for the State of Mis-
souri. Yes, Peter, thank you for coming. 
You’ve come a long way for a country boy. 
[Laughter] I want to thank Catherine 
Hanaway, who’s going to be the next sec-
retary of state for the great State of Missouri. 

I want to thank Ann Wagner, who has 
done such a fine job as the cochairman of 
the RNC and as the chairman of the Missouri 
Republican Party. Thank you for being here, 
Annie, it’s good to see you. I want to thank 
my friend Sam Fox and Marilyn Fox for help-
ing to organize this breakfast today. And I 
want to thank you all for joining the Foxes 
in supporting this good man, Matt Blunt for 
Governor. 

I know Sarah Steelman is here, running 
for State treasurer, and Chris Byrd, running 
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